[Distribution of anti-HAV in a population sample from Puglia].
To investigate the prevalence and distribution of antibody to hepatitis A virus (anti-HAV), we tested by solid phase radioimmunoassay method 461 sera of selected people of Bari, according to age. In addiction, sera from cord blood of 11 newborns and their mothers at delivery were also investigated for anti-HAV. Taken together 64.4 per cent of subjects tested were found to be anti-HAV positive. The rate of antibody detection was strongly correlated with age. The prevalence were 4.5 per cent from 6 months to 3 years but gradually increased throughout childhood (from 35.6 to 80 per cent). Anti-HAV was detected in all cord blood samples from newborns whose mothers carried anti-HAV. These data suggest that circulation of hepatitis A virus in our area is very high, so that serological evidence of infection become evident in the majority of individuals during infancy.